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MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 

T ^^ G ri~~™".,,.,™ 

- Failure to reply wrthin the ,at or extended period for reply win. by statute, cause the apphcetron ^. ABANOONBD (35! J S£ I J ml 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of th« communKat.cn. even rf trmely fried, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication^) filed on . _ ■ 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, P^ ut ; on o ^ to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) ±33_ is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 

5) D C)aim(s) 

6) D Claim(s) 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) K Claims 7-33 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on = Is: a»D approved bjD disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a|-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)0 Some* c)D None of : 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. „ 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.^(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of Reference, Cited (PTO-892, 4| □ *"™»V »™ 413 ' P <*« No,8) - 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-9481 S) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statementls) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 8) □ Other: 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-12 and 24-33, drawn to a method for 
regenerating a water softener, classified in class 521, 
subclass 26 . 

II. Claims 13-23, drawn to a water softener, classified in 
class 210, subclass 190, 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 
Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for 
its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown 
that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by 
another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the 
apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case 
the apparatus of Group II could be regenerated in another manner, 
different from that of Group I. For example, this device could 
be regenerated with more than just two different salt types (see 
claim 1, lines 3-4, 9 and 13; and claim 13, line 6) . Also, the 
means for calculating and measuring the quantity of water to be 
used to form the brine in the device of Group II (see claim 13, 
lines 7-8) does not require that this determination be based on 
the solubility of the salt selected, as in the process of Group I 
(see claim 1, lines 9-10 and 14-15); and instead could be based 
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upon the desired volume and/or concentration of the brine 
solution. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by 
their different classification and divergent subject matter, and 
because the searches for the individual Groups are not 
coextensive, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 



Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to 

be complete must include an election of the invention to be 

examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to I. Cintins 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3840. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

The fax phone numbers for this art unit are: (703) 872-9311 
for "Official" faxes after Final Rejection; (703) 872-9310 for 
all other "Official" faxes; and (703) 872-9492 for "Draft" and 
other "Unofficial" faxes. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 1724 



I . Cintins 
September 27, 2002 



